
“A GREEN YEAR”:  
an introduction 

Green political philosophy may be summed up in 

different ways. The so-called “Four Pillars” 

(see en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Four_Pillars_of_the_ 

Green_ Party) were originally formulated in the 

late 1970’s, in the early days of the German 

Greens (die Grünen).  In 1984, these were 

expanded upon by American Greens to create the 

“Ten Key Values” (see www.greens.org/values). 

If you examine these frameworks, you might 

notice, as I did one day, that the Ten Key Values 

can be distributed under the Pillars in an almost 

symmetrical way.  I saw that with the addition of 

a couple of Values and a bit of semantic 

rearrangement, we could make four sets of three, 

assigning each Value to a month, and each Pillar 

to a season – thereby setting up a kind of 

canonical “Green Year,” that could then be used 

as a framework for Greens and Green groups to 

use for organizing, action, study, and reflection. 

So I have taken some liberties. I have added two 

Values (“Active Engagement” and “Restorative 

Justice”), and tweaked some of the older 

terminology (e.g., using “Community” for the 

“Justice” pillar, “Feminist Values” rather than 

“Feminism”) to come up with this arrangement. 

Feel free to make your own adjustments, as may 

befit your particular positions and situations. I 

know that not every Green will agree with some 

of my word choices (which is why I’m not 

offering this framework for “official” adoption).  

But I hope Greens everywhere will find this 

useful, even if only as a starting point. 

(NOTE: In a forthcoming CITIZENS CREATIVE publication, I 

hope to provide some expanded discussion and reflection on 

each Value, along with relevant resources and readings – a 

“Book of Green Virtues,” if you will. Let me know if you’re 

interested in participating in or contributing to such a project.) 

See agreenyear.wordpress.com for more information.  

 

SPRING 

PILLAR: ECOLOGY 
How shall we live  

in harmony with the Earth? 

First Month (April) 
Ecological Wisdom  

(Earth Day) 

Second Month (May) 
Future Focus/Sustainability 

Third Month (June) 
Personal & Global  

Responsibility 

 

SUMMER 

PILLAR: COMMUNITY 
How shall we live and  
work with each other? 

First Month (July) 
Social Justice 

Second Month (August) 
Respect for Diversity 

Third Month (September) 
Community-Based Economics  

(Labor Day) 

 

AUTUMN 

PILLAR: DEMOCRACY 
How shall we make 
decisions together? 

First Month (October) 
Active Engagement 

Second Month (November) 
Grassroots Democracy  

(Election Day) 

Third Month (December) 
Decentralization 

 

 

WINTER 

PILLAR: PEACE 
How shall we live  

lives of peace? 

First Month (January) 
Nonviolence  

(Dr. King’s Birthday) 

Second Month (February) 
Restorative Justice 
(Black History Month) 

Third Month (March) 
Feminist Values  

(Women’s History Month) 
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NOTES  

 You can delineate the seasons either using the 

equinoxes and solstices as your starting points 

(e.g., June 21 – July 20 as “Summer, First 

Month”), or using standard calendar months 

as indicated.  

 I have included some key American holidays 

and commemorations that relate to certain 

values, when they fall within the appropriate 

month.  (There are, of course, other relevant 

days for any given value at other times of the 

year. For some of them, we may need to 

create entirely new holidays!) I have also used 

the Northern Hemisphere’s seasons for this 

edition. Please alter as needed for your 

location. 

 “Restorative Justice” (see en.wikipedia.org 

/wiki/Restorative_justice for more 

information) also includes such notions as 

mercy and forgiveness. 

 By “Active Engagement” I mean ongoing 

participation in democracy – not just by 

voting in elections, but also by keeping 

ourselves educated & informed about the 

issues, writing to elected officials, going to 

town meetings, etc., and encouraging others 

to do the same.  (If you look back to the 

original “Ten Key Values” statement, you’ll 

see that the value called “Grassroots 

Democracy” is about setting up systems that 

allow such participation – this value is about 

making sure that we and our fellow citizens 

actually use that power.) 

 “Active Engagement” also means being 

involved in the life of our communities 

through volunteering and service. 

 Please send suggestions for changes or 

improvements via the CITIZENS CREATIVE 

web page. 
 

CITIZENS CREATIVE 
PAMPHLET SERIES 

Concise. Thought-provoking. 

Foldable. 

 Flag Washing Ceremony 

 50 Ways (At Least)  

to Defuse a World Crisis 

 “If You Can Keep It”: A Handy 

Guide to the Prevention and Early 

Detection of American Fascism 

 Die Early (A Modest Proposal) 

 Vote Other: A Strategy for Real, 

Systemic Political Change 

 When America Wakes 

 Nasrudin’s Donkeys 

 The Parable of the Buffet 

For more information on these and other 

projects and publications, visit our website: 

citizenscreative.wordpress.com 

To support the ongoing work of CITIZENS 

CREATIVE, please send your donations to: 

Skip Mendler - CITIZENS CREATIVE 

PO Box 368, Honesdale PA 18431 USA 

Thank you for your support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

citizenscreative.wordpress.com 

P R E S S 
P R E S S 

A 

green 
year 

by Skip Mendler 

 

3.5 23 Mar 2017 


